Continuing with there are still things to learn about the Fitz break up

Naval architects and engineers strive to design ships to be safe and efficient. It is an unfortunate
reality there will be accidents that wreck ships. This is beyond their control. Storms are inevitable.

Ships do survive the worst storms  These professionals are rightfully proud of their successes, regret
and make right their failures. They also ponder anything that might be viewed as a hull failure that was
somehow overlooked by the official investigators. That is exactly what theses learned men have done
regarding the Fitz tragedy. They eventually heard from a different professional source, master mariners,
and navigation officers indicating there was no credible reason to believe Fitz grounded causing her
demise The reason this is so important is because of the belief that when there is loss due to the fault of
the ship then the ship owners are financially liable for any loss to others. However if a loss is due to
fault of the crew (master ) then the ship owner is liable only to the amount of the value of the ship. The
grounding was an unfounded assertion made by the Lake shipping industry. It was an allegation
intended to enrich the industry at the expense of others and it succeeded. In my last article in the Great
Lakes Pilot we carefully examined the movements of the Steamer Arthur M. Anderson and the
movements of the Fitz relative to Anderson’s assumed location. To navigators this is known as a “dead
reckoning position”. Specifically this was for the time frame of when the two ships neared the eastern
shore until they both passed Caribou Island. This information appeared in the report by the Coast Guard
Marine Board of Inquiry the only source of such information. Our careful review came to the same
conclusion as the Coast Guard Marine Board investigation regarding an alleged grounding. There was
no time or place for a grounding to have happened. It did not happen.

How do we explain those professional seamen, mates and captains, who said they did believe the
story. I ask several of them “did you ever take the time, the chart and the official report C.G.
16732/64216 and plot the closest known track of Anderson stated by the witnesses when under oath.?”
They all replied no they had not bothered to review the matter that closely. They all based their belief
on what they were otherwise led to believe. They didn’t realize there was a concerted effort by some to
steer opinion away from the truth of a hull failure. It was a hull failure, recognized at the industry’s top
level management as a hull failure. This cruel reality caused them to enact the new hull strengthening
rules of 1978. The other ships that survived were basically of the same design. Construction practices
did not vary greatly from one builders yard to the other even considering the modular method used in
Fitz construction. The other surviving ships were also overloaded for the same reason Fitz was
overloaded. The ABS, i.e. American Bureau of Shipping clients probably increased insurance rates and
the ships carried more and more cargo as the deepest load line was raised several times in recent years.
The highest authority on matters of safety, the ones that could have prevented this loss, the Coast Guard,
for reasons unknown, approved and permitted this legal overloading. The difference between the Fitz
and the ships that survived the storm was the Fitz was in a deploring incredible poor condition. We are
still learning more about this. The Coast Guard failed to adequately inspect the hull of Fitz. We can’t
be sure if they even knew how bad the Fitz really was. In my view they don’t know much of anything
except how to greatly exaggerate their few accomplishments in frequent publicity displays. A U.S.
Congress subcommittee is just learning expensive lessons of how little the Coast Guard knows about
ships hulls including their own multi million dollar boondoggle of useless vessels. The operating
company of Fitz knew she was badly in need of extensive repair. When she broke up they went to
extraordinary effort to hide the truth.









